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next, let's consider the different types of assessment tools and their
psychometric characteristics. you may want to photocopy this page and look
over it during the intake interview as you think about what sort of testing your
client will undergo. it may help you to think of assessments as tests with
varying properties. make sure to not make any assumptions about mental
health among the clients you will be interviewing. it could be helpful to know
iInformation about whether or not the client has a history of professional care
for his or her mental health. has he or she seen a psychiatrist, a clinical social
worker, or a psychologist? has the client been on psychiatric medications? if so,
how long was he or she on the medications? has a loved one or other
significant other ever been involved in treatment, especially for the client? In
reading over the description of the assessment tool, did it make sense to you
about what was being asked? did you feel comfortable with it? maybe some of
the questions didn't seem to make sense. if you are unsure about the
questions, it may be helpful to refer to the instructions on the assessment tool
with the client or family. next, let's consider other assessments that may be
useful. the following sections describe some of the assessments that may be
useful in your practice. as you read over the descriptions and think about how
each of these might be applied to the client you are interviewing, think about
the trade-offs between the ease of administration and the usefulness of the
iInformation obtained. some clients may be reluctant to cooperate and/or
provide honest answers to questions. for these situations, you may want to
consider whether you will assess your clients through a structured interview
with a trained research assistant or through a less-structured assessment
Interview (i.e., interview without a trained research assistant present).
remember, all of the following discussions are based on the clinical interview
and may not apply in situations where less structured methods of
measurement are used. 5ec8ef588Db
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